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The regular board meeting of the Ryan Place Improvement Association was held in Mitchell Hall at St. John’s 
Church on Monday evening, February 15, 2016, with President Cade Lovelace presiding and Mrs. Cindy 
Belknap as secretary. A quorum was established and the meeting was called to order at 7:03 P.M. 
 
Board Members in Attendance – Cade Lovelace, President; Chris Gee, Vice President; Llisa Lewis, Treasurer; 
Cindy Belknap, Secretary; Ruth Karbach, Director of Membership; Pete Schow, Director of Communication; 
Brian Holland, Director of Activities; Donna Darner, Director of Historic Resource; Chip Mansfield, Director of 
Public Safety; Aaron Shutt, Director of Infrastructure; Jennifer Renta, 6th Ave. St. Director; John Belknap, 
8th/James/Stanley St. Director; Stephen Shupee, Ryan Place Dr. St. Director; Diane Zemkoski, South Adams St. 
St. Director; Kris Savage, Willing Ave. St. Director. 
 
Neighborhood Patrol Officer’s Report – NPO Sergio Guadarrama thanked all who showed support at the 
meeting held on Wednesday, January 20, 2016 to discuss the subject of the police department’s communication 
policy on social media, especially Facebook. He continued to inform the attendees of the rash of vehicle 
burglaries in Fairmount, and many victims have been claiming their cars were locked. It is suspected that there 
is a device that is allowing entry into cars. Director Kris Savage thanked Sergio for helping with the self-defense 
class which was hosted by Richard Morris who lives in Ryan Place. 
 
Visitor Presentations – The race for Constable is on the March 1, 2016 election ballot. Mr. Michael Valdez is 
running against current Constable Ruben Garcia. Both gentlemen introduced themselves and gave brief 
descriptions of their background and current roles in the community and workforce. 
 
Secretary’s Report – Secretary Cindy Belknap presented the January 18, 2016 Board Meeting Minutes. 

 
Director Llisa Lewis moved to accept the meeting minutes as presented. Motion was seconded by Director 
Ruth Karbach. Motion passed. 
 

For inclusion in the minutes, Secretary Belknap read the results of a motion made via email between the 
January 18, 2016 meeting and this February 15, 2016 meeting: 
 

On January 18, 2016, Director John Belknap moved that President Cade Lovelace draft a letter in 
support of Officer Sergio Guadarrama’s continued Facebook usage for presentation to the Chief of 
Police and our City Council person Ann Zadeh. Motion was seconded by Director Kris Savage. Motion 
passed on January 19, 2016.  
 

Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Llisa Lewis presented the February 2016 Financial Report with year to date 
general fund revenue and net expenses year to date. 

 
Activities Report – Director Brian Holland reported that information will be in an upcoming newsletter about the 
annual Easter Egg Hunt. 
 
Communications Report – Director of Communications Pete Schow gave an update on the Ryan Place website 
reporting that a calendar is available, old content has been removed, an updated Letter from the President, 
newsletters, and form for the directory. He also reminded all of the mixer on Thursday, February 18, 2016 for 
newcomers all of whom received flyers. 
 

Infrastructure Report – Director Aaron Shutt reported on several items related to infrastructure: 1) the lights at 

the 8th Ave./Elizabeth Blvd. intersection were out because of a lizard in the box. John Filarowicz of Five Star 
Landscaping Co. recommended LED lighting at both ends of Elizabeth Blvd., but not cost has been proposed. 2) 
Regarding the orange lights on 6th Ave., Director Shutt will contact Councilwoman Ann Zadeh who suggested 
tagging on to the program the City is doing with Berkley Place. 3) RPIA should consider reflective paint and LED 
lights around the Elizabeth Blvd. circles. Director Donna Darner will work with Director Shutt and inform him of 
the outstanding items needed for the circles. 
 
Resident Becky Plentl took the floor to discuss the eight Cantey St. chicanes. She and her husband Bob have 
been cleaning up the chicanes and are proposing that others help clean and plant native plants.  
 
Safety Report – Director Chip Mansfield introduced himself and shared his concern with the number of traffic 
violations that seem to occur, from speeding to failing to stop, and failing to yield. Director Ruth Karbach 
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recommended he contact the City’s traffic division and request they watch specific stop signs. Director Kris 
Savage explained the online neighborhood social media site NextDoor. 
 
Membership Report – Director of Membership Ruth Karbach provided and reviewed a 2015 Annual Report of 
New Households in Ryan Place. Of note she held ninety-six welcome visits, 20 more than the previous year. 
Eight houses were converted from resident owner homes to rentals, rehabbing of homes or teardowns/rebuilds 
were at a high for the last four years, and renters comprised one-third of the new households. 
 
Vice President’s Report – V.P. Chris Gee announced the resignation of Maddy Simmons as Street Director of 
College Ave./Cantey St. because she has moved. This position is now open. He introduced Mrs. Christina 
Bautista from Ryan Ave. and her willingness to server as Street Director of Ryan Ave. 
 

Director John Belknap moved that Christina Bautista be appointed as Street Director of Ryan Ave. Motion 
was seconded by Director Kris Savage. Motion passed. 

 
V.P. Gee summarized the quote received from John Filarowicz of Five Star Landscaping Co. for improving and 
maintaining Triangle Park. Bid for initial improvements is $12,580 which includes landscaping, treating weeds, 
adding ground cover and grass, tree trimming, and improving the irrigation. Maintenance cost per year bid is 
$1,800. Concerns were voiced with the proposal plantings. Director Darner proposed a committee be 
established to propose landscaping improvements. President Lovelace appointed the committee which is 
comprised of Kris Savage, Aaron Shutt, and Jennifer Renta as chair. They are expected to present 
recommendations at the next board meeting. 
 
Street Directors Reports – Discussion was held about whether there were rules for activities planned by street 
directors. It was agreed that there are no rules other than to be creative and be social energizers. 
 
President’s Report - President Cade Lovelace reported the following: 
 

a. Home Tour Fund Committee – The committee has met, will continue to meet, and will provide a report 
at an upcoming RPIA board meeting with ideas for projects. 
 

b. New Member / RPIA Board of Directors Mixer – President Lovelace is hosting a New Member and RPIA 
Board of Directors Mixer on February 18, 2016. All are welcome. 

 
c. RPIA General Meeting – A general meeting will be held on Sunday, March 20, 2016. Ryan Place BBQ 

Company will provide the meat. Location is TBD. 
 

d. May 7, 2016 City Elections – Four major city charter amendments will be on the ballot at the upcoming 
city election being held on May 7, 2016. These include 1) increasing City Council seats from eight to ten 
members; if this passes, the 2020 census would be used to redraw district lines; 2) give City Council 
members a raise in pay; 3) increase terms from two to three years; and 4) decide whether terms can be 
concurrent versus spaced apart. President Lovelace and V.P. Gee met with City Councilwoman Zadeh 
to get a better understanding of the amendments and whether the board should take a position on any 
of the amendments. No guidance was given other than to encourage all neighbors to vote. President 
Lovelace suggested we have a “get out and vote” campaign. 
 

Other – Director Darner requested that future meetings include updates from representatives to the various 

organizations we have interest in including Berry Street Initiative, Hemphill Corridor Project, Southside Alliance, 

and League of Neighbors. 

 

Director Savage moved to adjourn. Motion was seconded by Director Schow. Motion passed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Cindy Belknap 
Secretary 


